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Mike Aquilina is Executive Vice 
President of  St. Paul Center for 
Biblical Theology and a contribut-
ing editor for Angelus News.  He 
is a widely recognized author and 
lecturer, having written more than 
fifty books.  He is past Editor of  
New Covenant (Catholic spirituality 
magazine), and past Editor of  the 
Pittsburgh Catholic (official newspa-
per of  the diocese of  Pittsburgh).  
His reviews, essays, and journalism 
have appeared in First Things, Touch-
stone, Crisis, National Catholic Register, 
and Child and Family, among others. 
He hosts, with Dr. Scott Hahn, 
several popular series on Scripture 
and theology airing on the Eternal 
Word Television Network (EWTN).
John C. Bates, Esq. is a graduate 
of  Duquesne University (B.A., 
M.A., and J.D.).  He is the retired 
Chief  Counsel of  the Pittsburgh 
Office of  the U.S. Department of  
Housing and Urban Development, 
Secretary of  the Catholic Histori-
cal Society of  Western Pennsylva-
nia, and a former president of  the 
organization.  He is the author of  
the Society’s history, which is being 
prepared for publication.
James K. Hanna is a true Pitts-
burgher: he holds an A.A. in 
Liberal Arts from Robert Morris 
College, a B.A. in Social Sciences 
from the University of  Pittsburgh, 
and an M.A. in Theology from 
Duquesne University of  the Holy 
Spirit.  He is a pastoral associate at  
Paul of  the Cross Parish.  He has 
served as an online instructor for 
the University of  Notre Dame’s 
Satellite Theological Education 
Program (STEP) and a freelance 
writer whose articles appeared in 
OSV Newsweekly.
Blanche G. McGuire is a gradu-
ate of  the University of  Pittsrugh 
(MBA) and Baylor University (B.A. 
and M.A.).  She is the former 
Director of  Marketing Strategy for 
Ketuchum Directory Advertising 
and current President of  the Cath-
olic Historical Society of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  A direct descendant 
of  Captain Michael McGuire, she 
thoroughly enjoys researching and 
writing about her family tree – a 
lifelong passion.
Father Aleksandr J. Schrenk 
is a priest of  the Diocese of  
Pittsburgh, currently assigned as 
parochial vicar at SS. Simon and 
Jude, St. Margaret of  Scotland, and 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishes 
south of  the city of  Pittsburgh.  
In June 2018 he completed five 
years of  study in Rome, where he 
obtained a Bachelors in Sacred 
Theology from the Pontifical Gre-
gorian University and a License in 
Sacred Theology from the Patristic 
Institute Augustinianum of  the 
Pontifical Lateran University.
Robert Sutton is a graduate of  
the Franciscan University of  
Steubenville (B.A., M.A.). He is 
a theology instructor and cam-
pus minister at Bishop Guilfoyle 
Catholic High School in Altoona 
and an adjunct professor at Mount 
Aloysius College.
Kathleen M. Washy is Archivist 
for the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  
Baden, a position she has held 
since 2013.  Prior to that, she 
served as Archivist for Mercy 
Hospital/UPMC Mercy for more 
than twenty years.  Since 1991, 
she has been a member of  the 
Board of  Directors of  the Cath-
olic Historical Society of  West-
ern Pennsylvania, holding many 
offices, including her current one 
of  Treasurer.  She has also served 
as Consulting Archivist for Mercy 
Behavioral Health.  She holds a 
B.A. in History and Anthropology 
from Gannon University, a M.A. 
in History from the University of  
Toronto, and a M.A. in History 
and Archival Administration, with 
a Certificate in Museum Studies, 
from Case Western Reserve 
University.
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